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CHURCH HISTORY 501 
 
FALL 1999 
 
William Kostlevy, Instructor 
 
email address: bill_kostlevy@asburyseminary.edu 
Phone: (606) 858-2235 
Office Hours: by chance or appointment  
 
Course Description 
 
An introduction to the history of Christianity from the Apostolic period to the Protestant 
Reformation.  Primary emphasis will be placed on the central historical movements and 
theological debates of the era.   
 
Course Objectives 
 
Identify the major historical figures and movements in the first 1500 years of the Christian era.  
Understand and articulate the evolution of Christian teaching concerning soteriology, the person 
of Christ and the sources and nature of religious authority during the period under consideration. 
 Explore, albeit in a limited manner, the relationship of Christianity to the principalities and 
powers of the ancient and medieval world.   
 
Course Requirements and Exams. 
 
Students are responsible for class attendance and for completing all reading assignments.  You 
will be tested on the assigned readings and the content of the lectures.  There will be three exams. 
A make-up test can be given only in emergency situations and with prior approval from the 
instructor.  Each student will have the option to earn extra credit (up to 30 points) by writing a 3-
5 page book review of a significant work in church history.  The book must be approved by the 
instructor.  The book review is due December 1. 
 
Grading 
 
Each exam is worth 100 points.  An A consists of 90% of a possible 300 points with other letter 
grades at 10% intervals.   
 
TEXTS 
 
Bettenson, Henry. Documents of the Christian Church.  (Oxford University Press, 1967). 
 
Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity, Vol. 1 (Harper and Row, 1984). 
 
Tillich, Paul. A History of Christian Thought (Simon and Schuster, 1968). 
Reading and Schedule 
 
Week 1 (September 7-9): The First Hundred Years.  Gonzalez, Ch., 2-5; Tillich, Chapter, 1. 
 
Week 2 (September 14-16): Martyrs and Apologists.  Gonzalez, Ch. 6-7; Bettenson, pp. 1-6. 
 
Week 3 (September 21-23): Gnosticism, Marcion and the Creators of Orthodoxy.  Gonzalez, Ch. 
8-9; Tillich, pp. 17-50; Bettenson, pp. 29-33. 
 
Week 4 (September 28).  Christian Life before Constantine.  Gonzalez, Ch. 10-12; Tillich, pp 50-
68; Bettenson, pp. 7-23. 
 
EXAM September 30. 
 
Week 5 (October 5-7).  Constantine and the Christian Response.  Gonzalez, Ch. 13-16. 
 
Week 6 (October 12-14).  Arius, Nicea and the Cappadocians. Gonzalez, Ch.17-21; Tillich, pp. 
68-103; Bettenson, pp. 33-44.  
   
Week 7 (October 19-21.  Augustine and Pelagius.  Gonzalez, Ch.22-25; Tillich, pp. 103-133; 
Bettenson, pp. 52-62. 
 
Week 8 (October 26-28).  Chalcedon and the Shaping of Eastern Theology.  Gonzalez, Ch., 26-
27; Bettenson, 89-97. 
 
Week 9 (November 2).  Charlemagne and Roman Catholic Ascendancy.  Gonzalez, Ch. 28-29; 
Bettenson, pp. 97-116. 
 
EXAM November 4. 
 
Week 10 (November 9-11).  Islam and the Crusades.  Gonzalez, Ch. 30. 
 
Week 11 (November 16-18) The Middle Ages and Schism.  Gonzalez, Ch., 31-32; Tillich 134-
198; Bettenson, 137-151. 
 
Week 12 (November 30- December 2) Pre-Reformers. Gonzalez, Ch., 33; Tillich, pp. 198-209; 
Bettenson, pp. 173-182. 
 
Week 13 (December 7-9).  Nominalism, Humanism and the Origins of the Reformation.  
Gonzalez, Ch., 34; Tillich, 227-275. 
 
Week 14 (December 14) Final Exam Week.   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
